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9. Unfinished business.

10. General business.

Next meeting of the Board will be held June 21, 1899.



PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE
STATE OF ILLINOIS.

NORMAL, ILL., December 7, 1898.

The Board of Education met in the office of the President of the
University at 9 a. m. Judge William H. Green, President. being
absent on account of illness, Mr. E. A. Gastman was elected Presi-
dent pro lem.

Present: Gastman, Capen, Sandham, Walker, Shanahan, Norton,
Harrington and Freeman.

Absent: Green, Kimbrough, Brady, Mrs. Young, Plain, Cook and
Baily.

The minutes of the last meeting were approved as printed.

The President, John W. C.ok, read his report. Mr. Shanahan
moved that the President's report be accepted and the respective
parts referred to the appropriate committees. Carried.

The report of President Cook is as follows:

To the Honorable Board of Edccation of the State of Illinois:
MR. PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD: The enrollment for the

present term is as follows:

NORMAL DEPARTMENT.

L adies......... ..................... ... . .............. . ................... 501
G entlem en ............. ... ................................................ 171

T otal ..................... ................. . ........................................... 672

PRACTICE SCHOOL.

GRAMMAR GRADE.

G irls................ .................................... ................................... 60
Boys ......... ...................................... ... .......... 2.................

T otal ...................... ............................ .......................... 12

INTERMEDIATE GRADE.

G irls........................................ ........................ .. .. ................ ... 29
B oy s ........ ................................... . .......................................

Total................. ................................................................. 71

PRIMARY WORK.

G irls ................... ............ ... ........................................... 39
B oys....................................... 29

T otal........................................................ ......................... 68

G rand total .......................... .............................................. 923
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The statistics here presented indicate. that the institution is in a highly
flourishing condition. Eighty counties of Illinois are represented and twelve
other states, sixty-nine counties are represented in the entering class. The
number of applicants this year was unusually large, numbering 405. 31 of
these were rejected, making the entering class 374, the largest in the history
of the school. 209 of this number were admitted on high school or college
diplomas, 32 were appointed by county superintendents, 11 were admitted on
first grade certificates, 14 were promoted from the Preparatory Department,
and 58 were admitted upon examination.

It will be seen that the number of those rejected is more than a third of
the number applying for admission by examination.

The qualifications of the entering class are unusually high. Several
college graduates are now studying with us, a course of one year having been
arranged for them. Two of these students are not only college graduates,
but have done two years of post-graduate work, one of them at Johns Hopkins.

Our senior class promises to be very much the largest in the history of the
school. From present indications it will reach nearly a hundred.

It is a matter of regret that I can not report our finances in as good a con-
dition as our attendance and the qualifications of our students. The expense
of completing the Gymnasium building and the heating plant, with such
additional expenses as were ordered by the Board, has left us in extremely
straightened circumstances. I have devoted the funds placed at my disposal
for contingent and library expenses to the payment of ordinary bills, so far
as these funds would go. Nor have I drawn the full amount authorized by
the Board. To meet our ordinary expenses and to pay all the bills already
due and that will probably be incurred during the remainder of the year we
shall need not less than $25,000, without including the architect's bill which
is now pending for adjustment. The indications are that our income for the
same time will not exceed $23,500. It thus looks as if we should come out at
the end of the year with something of a deficit. This has happened before.
I do not wish to have it occur again. Our heavy expense, of course, has been
in our attempt to complete the Gymnasium building within the appropriation
granted by the General Assembly. In order to meet this deficit I suggest the
propriety of charging a small fee for the use of the Gymnasium and Library.
This is a custom which is almost universal among Normal schools. The sister
institucion at Carbondale makes a charge of $3 for the fall term and $2 for
each of the succeeding terms, making the fees for the year $7. The Univer-
sity of Illinois has a similar arrangement. An examination of the catalogues
of the public Normal schools of thirteen states reveals the fact that eleven of
them charge fees varying from two to fifteen dollars a term. I am aware
that the act establishing this school provides for free tuition, but I observe
that the same is true of similar institutions in which a fee is charged for
library and gymnasium purposes. It is possible that we have overdone this
matter of.absolutely free accommodations of all kinds. I have felt that it has
tended in some instances to develop a spirit of parsimony unfavorable to the
production of the best results in the growth of character. It may be sug-
gested that such an arrangement may work a hardship to some of our
students. I do not incline to that belief. The amount should not exceed two
dollars a term and it would enable us to give facilities so much superior to
those that we are now able to offer that it is well worth considering. The act
makes no provision for such auxiliary institutions as the gymnasium and
library, although it is probable that the matter, at least, must have been
thought of by the first movers in the scheme.

THE LIBRARY REPORT.

Our Library is proving to be a most valuable addition to our plant. The
circulation during the summer vacation and the fall term to December fifth is
8,836 volumes. This is somewhat less than the circulation for the correspond-
ing term of last year, but the falling off is due in part to the fact that more
of the work is now done in the spacious room, so admirably adapted to the
purposes for which it was intended. It is probable that it is in part attribut-
able to the fa-t that the pupils must now go to another building, but this has
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made the Saturday attendance unusually large. The library hours have been
extended so that the room is kept open for four hours on Saturday, an
arrangement that is very highly appreciated. We have made but slight
additions to our stock of books this year for reasons already stated.

While we have felt our limitations in the matter of funds very keenly our
faithful and efficient librarian has helped us out somewhat by a diligent
examination of current periodicals and government reports in order to aid
the geography classes especially.

The children's books have been put on some low shelves in what we call
"The Children's Corner." This arrangement is very popular with the little
people. They use the books to better advantage than ever before. The
ability to find and draw books for themselves has encouraged them to form
the habit of examining many books and has made them acquainted with
author's that had not previously attracted their attention.

As usual, we have, beside our regular student attendants, several library
apprentices. The greatly increased demand for librarians in different parts
of the country accounts for the presence of these students. The library de-
rives considerable advantage from their presence and they indicate their sat-
isfaction with the help which they receive from the supervision of the li-
brarian.

In the early part of each term the librarian gives a series of very helpful
talks to the school on the methods of using the library and the helps that they
may find there. Miss Milner has shown unusual skill in this work. The ef-
fect is marked. It is surprising to dis over how little is known by the ordi-
nary student in regard to the use of books of reference. We hope to see the
effect of these helpful talks in the better management of school libraries and
in the material increase in their number through the State.

The cataloguing is progressing quite well through the assistance which our
clerk is able to give us when the office work does not demand too much of
her time. Before long we shall have a complete card catalogue, so that the
library will yield its treasures to anyone at the slightest expenditure of time.

The following are recent additions to our stock of books: National Cyclo-
pedia of American Biography, 8 volumes. This was purchased at a small
part of the original cost. Catlin. Yellow Pine Basin, Hovey, Launcelot and
Guenevere, 3 volumes. Whitman. Leaves of Grass, Wound Dresser, Cala-
mus. Stetson. Women and Economics, In This Our World. Lawrence.
Classified Readings, Davidson, Rousseau. Century Co. Century Atlas of the
World. Gordy. New Psychology, 2 copies.

For some time I have been considering the propriety of separating our
young men and young women in their boarding places. We have at last de-
cided to ask them to make such an arrangement hereafter. This is quite an
innovation and the change will be made with as slight inconvenience as pos-
sible. The reasons for insisting upon such a rule appear to us to be con-
vincing. So far as I have heard it meets the approval of the students. It is
not intended that the order shall include the boarding clubs. I believe the
presence of young men and young women at the same table to be advantage-
ous to both. Rooming in the same houses is attended by so many objections,
however, that it has been thought best to discontinue it. In this particular
we are taking the position occupied by nearly all of the State Normal Schools.

As will appear to the members of the Board, our buildings need much at-
tention in the way of repairs. The Practice School ceilings are in bad shape
with the exception of the large room on the second floor. The steel ceiling
and side walls put in three years ago are in fine condition. To treat all of
the rest of the walls in that way would incur an unnecessary expense. I recom-
mend the use of wood ceilings instead. The main building shows the satis-
factory character of such a treatment. The side walls of the Practice School
must be removed and replaced with plaster. Little more is needed in that
building. The main building must be repainted, much of the wood work in
the porches is rotten, the old science rooms should be fitted up for the use of
one of the literary societies and the partition should be taken from between
the old society rooms. The old chairs in the large hall on the third floor are
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about worn out. That room has never been properly seated. The present
position of the platform is as bad as it can be. Many of our afternoon meet-
ings are held in that room, and the audience is obliged to sit facing the light.
Considerable furniture is also needed in other parts of the house. Our new
assembly room, the one vacated by the removal of the library, is now fur-
nished'with old chairs taken from the large hall. Several of the recitation
rooms have nothing but worn-out settees. We shall need not less than $2200
for furniture. The repairs mentioned will cost in the neighborhood of $4000.
I employed a careful and conservative builder to go over the buildings and make
detailed estimates. Our appropriation for current expenses should be in-
creased at least $5000. As we expected, our tuition receipts have fallen off
more than that amount since the closing of the high school. At the same
time our attendance has increased fully thirty per cent. I do not anticipate
any trouble in securing the amount necessary for all these purposes. We
need a legislative committee, however, whose members can take the matter
in hand and give it proper attention. 1 shall ask our McLean county dele-
gation to come out here and look the buildings over carefully before the
opening of the session of the General Assembly. Naturally, the chief part o--
the work lies witlh them. The committee on Educational Institutions should
be persuaded to visit us as early in the session as possible. I am sure th tt
no other State institution has won a hi'gher degree of confidence from the
Legislature. it is well known that we have never indulged in any extrava-
gances and that the management has always been extremely conservative in
the matter of expenditures.

And now is the time to move in the matter of a summer session if we pro-
pose to undertake such a departure. After much deliberation I have c()n-
cluded to recommend that the General Assembly be asked to make an appro-
priation of not less than $3,000 for that purpose. The session should be not
less than six weeks in length and should be one of the regular terms of the
school. There is a call for such work from a large part of the State. For
obvious reasons the first session can not be held before the summer of 1900.
The attendance would be very large if such an arrangement could be made.
At least ten teachers would be needed for the first session. It is probable
that we should be obliged to employ a fewv teachiers not regularly engaged
with us for that term. Such of our regularl teaclers as are willing to work
for that length of time in the summer should receive the compensation that
they now receive in regular institute work in- tie different counties in the
State. The president need not be incluled( in this estimate. The demand for
summer schools of this chlaracter is very great and an imnmense amount of
good can be accomplished by siuc an undertaking. Tuition should be as free
as in the regular sessions of the Normal School. Minnesota has made the
experiment, but has doubled the time here sugges:ted. So far as I have been
able to learn the results are very satisfac'tory. The Lagislative Committee,
appointed at the Jlune meeting, can manage the affaTir successfully, I am con-
fident. Doubtle-ss considerable work will be necessa-ry. but that is true of all
measures that must receive the approval of the General Assembly.

It has been my habit to prepare the bills for our appropriations. I think
that I should be assisted in this matter this year. [f the Boad shall see fit to
extend the duties of the committee appointed in June, so that its members
shall also have charge of the rest of the appr6priations, I can confer with
then as to the details of the bill.

The term just coming to a close has been a most delightful one in nearly all
respects. We have tlhe best student body that the school has ever knownl.
There has been but little sickness and the work has gone forward in a most
satisfactory way. The unselfish devotion with which our teachers give them-
selves to their arduous duties is worthy of the highest praise. The work is
very heavy as the classes are necessarily large. That our students appreciate
what we are trying to do for them is indicated by the enthusiasm which char-
acterizes their efforts. While there is great room for improvement in every
department I feel that you have good reason to be fairly well satisfied with
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what is being accomplished by. the institution under your charge. I trust
that you will be perfectly free in your criticisms and we will give them the
most conscientious attention.

All of which is respectfully submitted,
JOHN W. COOK.

Mr. F. D. Marquis. Treasurer. read his report covering the past
six months.

The Treasurer's report was referred to the Auditing and Finance
Committee.

The report of Mr. Marquis is as follows:

To the Honorable Board of Education of,the State of Illinois:

MR. PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:-My last report as your

Treasurer included June 20, 1898, and showed a balance on hand of $3,117.27.

The receipts have since amounted to $29,146.31, $27,500 being from the

State Treasurer and $1,646.31 from tuition account.

The disbursement has amounted to $30,443.68, as shown by 42 vouchers,
which are returned herewith, together with a statement of account in detail.

The balance at this time is $1,819.90.

All of which is respectfully submitted,
F. D. MARQUIS,

DEC. 5, 1898. Treasurer.

The full report of the Treasurer, F. D. Marquis, 'to Dec 5, 1898, is
as follows:

F. D. Marquis, Treasurer, in account with the Board of Education of the
State of Illinois.

1897. DR.
June 20 To balance ......... ..... ......... .............

22 Tuition. John W. Cook ................................
23 ...... ...........................

.uly 6 State Treasurer ........................................
September 2' Tuition, John W. Cook................................

27mb e ................................27
30 ................... .............

O ctober 1 ·...............................
21 State Treasurer ........................................
25 Tuition, John W. Cook........ ........................

N ovem ber 15 ................................
29 " ·................................
29Dece ber 3. ...............................

December balance................. ...

December 5 To balance .................................

......... i' $3,117 27
$14 75
252 26

18,750 00
150 00
160 00
115 00
245 75

87 50
300 00
40 00
62 85

305 70 29,146 31

32,263 58

............ 1,819 90

-2 Ed.
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I

No. CR.

By vouchers-
2452 Walker, P. R ........................................................ 15 0
2453 Young, Mrs. Ella F ................................................ 9 01
2454 Freem an, J. H ...................................................... 5
2455 Gastmani, E. A..................................................... 10 0
2456 Sandham, W. R .................................................... 11 0
2457 Brady, Matthew P...................15 0(
2458 Plain, M . E .................... .................................. 15
2459 Baily, J. L ....................................................... 14 0
2460 Norton, James H ................................................... 16 0(
2461 Kimbrough, E. R. E ....... ........................................ 8 5(
2462 Harrington, Geo. B ................................................ 15 0
2463 C apen, C has. L ........ . ..................................... ......
2464 Green, William H ................................................. 23 0
2465 Cook, John W ................................. ...................... 3,155 762466 ...................................................... 200 0(
2467 ...................................................... 200 o
2468 Williams & Capen.................................................. 314 8
2469 Capen, Chas. L ........................................... 100
2470 Stew art, W .......... ............................................... 0
2471 H unt, S ........... .............. 27....................
2472 Wells, W. F ........................ 17 7(
1473 Library Bureau ................ 690 00
2474 Pillsbury, A. L ......... .............................. 25
2475 L oudon, R ................. .................................... 23 50
2476 Vidette, The ........ ............................ .... 0
2477 Public School Pub. Co ..................... 50 00
2478 Colton, B. P ...........................
247, Morrison, F ........................ 511 73
2480 Gould Company.............261 54
2481 Cook, J han W.. 2,836 5024812 Cook, John W .................................................... 2,5

l
502482 Root. Geo. T .................................... 25 02483 Yaeger & Sons ............ .................... ........... , 9 002483 Yaeger & Sons.- 9 7, 945 002484 Cook John W ..................... .................................. 2,836 65

2485 Root, Geo. T ........ ............ .................................... 150 00
2486 Cunningham & Koford ......... 347 182487 Cnningham ofole Bros...................... ............ . . ..2487 Cole B ros ............................................................ 93 40
2488 Corn Belt Printing and Stationary Co ........................... 20 05
2489 Cook, John W .......... , ......................................... 3,195 09
2491 ................................ 300 00
2491 ..................................................... 3,151 59

2493 . .................................................... 200 00
2493 '.. .................................................... 3,181 65

Balance .. .............. ............
30,443 68
1,819 90

32,263 58

The reports of the committees being called for, were made as fol-
lows:

lo the Board of Education of the State of Illinois:
Your Committee on Auditing and Finance, to whom was referred the re-

port of John W. Cook, in account of the Contingent Fund, showing deficit of
$21.97, beg leave to report that it has examined the same with the accompany-
ing 69 vouchers, and find the same correct. We recommend the same be ap-
proved and that an appropriation- of $700.00-be- made for this fund for the
coming six months, as asked for.

MICHAEL W. SHANAHAN,
CHARLES L. CAPEN,

Committee on Auditing and Finance.

To the Board of Education of the State of Illinois:

Your Committee on Auditing and Finance, to whom was referred the report
of the Treasurer, showing balance on hand of $1,819.90, beg leave to report
that we have examined the same with the accompanying 42 vouchers and find
the same correct. We recommend the same be approved.

MICHAEL W. SHANAHAN,
CHARLES L. CAPEN,

Committee on Auditing and Finance.
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To the Board of Education of the State of Illinois:
Your Committee on Auditing and Finance, to whom was referred the reportof B. P. Colton, in account with the Natural Science Fund, showing balanceon hand of $17.34, beg leave to report that they have examined the same withthe accompanying 18 vouchers and find the same correct. They recommendthat it be approved, except as to vouchers 5 and 15, and that an appropriationto this fund for the next six months of $150 be made as asked for.

MICHAEL W. SHANAHAN,
CHARLES L. CAPEN,

Coimmittee on Auditing and Finance.
lo the Board of Education of the State of Illinois:

Your Committee on Auditing and Finance, to whom was referred the reportof John W. Cook, in account with the Library Fund, showing balance onhand of $30.65, beg leave to report that they have examined the same withthe accompanying 34 vouchers and find the same correct. They recommendthe same be approved, and that an appropriation to this fund of $500 for thecoming six months be made as asked for.
MICHAEL W. SHANAHAN,
CHARLES L. CAPEN,

Committee on Auditing and Finance.

To the Board of Education of the State of Illinois:
Your Committee on Auditing and Finance, to whom was referred the billspresented against the Board, beg leave to report that they have examined thesame and recommend that orders be drawn as follows:

Jesse Blackburn.................
Cunningham & Kofoid ...... ]....... -.]" 53 50
Thomas Sylvester............. ........................... 37 75John W. Evans Sons Co ..... .......... ...............:..::: .......... 35 88

Your Committee report back the bill of Miller & Fisher for $717.80 withoutrecommendation, and recommend that the bill of the Ford Roofing Companyfor $ be not allowed.
MICHAEL W. SHANAHAN
CHARLES L. CAPEN,

Committee on Auditing and Finance.

It was moved and seconded that the reports of the Auditing and
Finance Committee, with recommendations, be approved.

On call of the roll, the motion was carried unanimously.
On motion, the Treasurer's report was approved by a unanimous

vote.

Mr..Capen offered the following resolution:

Resolved, that the 'Committee on Buildings and Grounds be and areauthorized to purchase a horse lawn mower for the grounds; also to provide
a horse and other appliances for the use of the same, and a suitable shed forthe mower.

On motion and on call of the roll the above resolution passed.by.
a unanimous vote.

Mr. Norton, for the Committee on Text Books and Course of
Study, made the following report:
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The Committee on Text Books and Course of Study recommends that
students be permitted to use Colton's Physiology as a text-book in that
subject. JAMES H. NORTON,

P. R. WALKER.

Carried unanimously.

Mr. Walker, for the Committee on Teachers and Salaries pre-

sented the following and moved its adoption:

lo the Board of Education of the State of Illinois:

Your Committee on Teachers and Salaries desire to present the following:

We have visited as many classes as possible, and noted the methods of
teaching. We found the classes very large and enthusiastic. The teachers
held the undivided attention of each pupil. Their questions requiring thought
the answers were prompt and often illustrated, showing that the pupils had
fully grasped the subject.

We are also pleased with the success of the efforts of teachers in unifying
the work of the Training and Normal schools. P. R. WALKER.

Carried unanimously.

Mr. Capen moved that ex-Governor Fifer be heard in behalf of
the architects, Miller and Fisher.

Carried unanimously.
Mr. Shanahan moved that $400 be paid Miller and Fisher, and

that further payment on their bill be postponed till the next meet-
ing of the Board.

On call of the roll the motion was carried unanimously.

Mr. Norton moved that the Legislature Committee appointed at
the June meeting be instructed to secure an appropriation from the
Legislature the coming winter for a summer session in accordance
with the recommendations of President Cook.

Carried unanimously.
Mr. Sandham moved that the Secretary be instructed to tend the

sympathy of the Board to Judge Green in his illness.

Carried unanimously.

Mr. Walker moved that the Legislature Committee be increased
by the addition of Judge Green and Mr. Shanahan.

Carried unanimously.
Mr. Shanahan moved that an incidental fee of $2 per term be

charged all pupils. On call of the roll the motion prevailed by all
the members voting affirmatively, except Mr. Capen, who did not vote.

Adjournment followed.
E. A. GASTMAN,

President pro tetno
JOSEPH H. FREEMAN,

Secretary


